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has had a good man whose decency and de-
votion have served our country well. And that
is the story this library will tell to generations
to come.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:25 a.m. in front
of the library building at Texas A&M University.
In his remarks, he referred to former First Ladies
Barbara Bush, Betty Ford, Rosalynn Carter,
Nancy Reagan, and Lady Bird Johnson; David Ei-
senhower, grandson of former President Dwight
D. Eisenhower, and his wife, Julie, daughter of
former President Richard M. Nixon; Caroline
Kennedy Schlossberg, daughter of former Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy; Rev. Billy Graham, who
gave the invocation; Gov. George W. Bush of
Texas, and his wife, Laura; and former Vice Presi-
dent Dan Quayle and his wife, Marilyn.

Remarks on Fast-Track Trade
Legislation and an Exchange With
Reporters
November 6, 1997

The President. Good evening. Today I
was proud to represent all Americans in hon-
oring the service of President George Bush
at the dedication of his Presidential Library.
It was an extraordinary moment for many
reasons, but one of the most impressive
things to me was that there were four men,
two Democrats, two Republicans, who have
held this office, all agreeing strongly that for
America to continue to lead in the world
economy Congress must extend the Presi-
dent’s power to negotiate new trade agree-
ments.

A large bipartisan majority in the Senate
supports extending this authority. Speaker
Gingrich and I are convinced that the author-
ity will strengthen our leadership, and we
want the House to follow suit. A vote against
fast track will not create a single job, clean
up a single toxic waste site, advance workers
rights, or improve the environment anywhere
in the world, but it will limit America’s ability
to advance our economic interests, our
democratic ideals, our political leadership.

So, once again, before Congress votes to-
morrow, I call upon the House of Represent-
atives to vote for American leadership, for
America’s economic future, and pass the fast-
track trade negotiating authority.

Q. Mr. President, how close are you at this
point? How close do you think you are in
the House?

The President. I think it’s a close call. Ob-
viously, I’m here because I’m trying to pull
out all the stops, and I want to emphasize
the extraordinary moment we had today
when the four Presidents were all strongly
endorsing fast track. President Ford, Presi-
dent Bush, have spoken out on this. Presi-
dent Carter has actually made a number of
phone calls. It is close, but the policy is not
close, and I am convinced that a substantial
majority of the Congress knows the policy
is not close; that it is clearly in America’s in-
terest to do this.

Iraq
Q. Mr. President, the Iraqis in a letter

today threatened again to shoot down the
next U.S. spy flight. There is apparently no
give on their side at all. Are you becoming
more concerned?

The President. Well, it would be a mis-
take for them to shoot down a plane. But
we have a team there working for the United
Nations, and our policy is clear. And I don’t
mean American policy; world policy. What
they need to do is to resume the inspections.
And the team is coming home this weekend,
and we’ll see where we are then and where
we go from there.

Yes.

Fast-Track Trade Legislation
Q. What deals have you cut, and are you

planning to cut in order to get fast track to
go through, and does that include Congress-
man Smith’s language on abortion?

The President. What we’ve tried to do is
to resolve—if there are any issues, economic
issues, that affect Congressional districts or
States that we can resolve honorably, we’ve
worked hard to resolve those in ways that
I think are consistent with what we’re trying
to do on fast track. If there are other issues
that we can resolve that permit the business
of the Congress to go forward, we’re trying
to resolve them. But there has been no agree-
ment of the kind you just mentioned.

Q. Mr. President, can I ask you about your
statement that if this were a secret ballot,
this would pass by a 3-to-4 margin? Is that
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a fairly damning assessment of Members of
Congress? It suggests they’re so strongly in
the grip of special interests that they won’t
vote their conscience on an issue that directly
affects U.S. standing in the world.

The President. Well, they’re under a lot
of pressure. And you know, we see a lot of
evidence that, from time to time in these
elections, that if one side is funded and an-
other is not that they can be very—that they
can be in trouble. And there are other issues
there for them to consider. All I’m saying
is I believe if there were a secret ballot, it
would pass overwhelmingly.

And what I’m trying to do is to bring the
vote tomorrow evening in line with where
I think everybody’s understanding is. I think
the most important thing to do is to heighten
the public awareness of this. The level of—
though we’ve been talking about it now for
months, I think because this is the authority
for the President to continue to negotiate
trade agreements rather than a specific
agreement with a lot of specifics in it, there’s
not as much public interest, public aware-
ness, or public involvement in this, and that
has made the issue more difficult to lift the
level of the national interest on. But I feel
I must say I’m encouraged by the develop-
ments of the last few days, and we’re just
going to continue to do it.

Let me just mention one other thing that
we’ve done in this, because I think I should
have been talking more about this, but I
think it’s quite important. In order to address
some of the concerns of Congress with re-
gard to labor and the environment and con-
gressional input, we establish in this trade
bill a panel of advisers on labor issues, a panel
of advisers on environment issues, parallel to
that which existed in previous bills of advisers
on business issues. That’s never been done
before. In addition to that, we’re going to
have a congressional observer group for
every one of these trade negotiations the way
we have congressional observer groups for
NATO expansion, for example, or for the
chemical weapons treaty.

Now, those of you who followed this and
have been on our trips, for example, like
when the congressional observer group went
with me on the NATO trip to Madrid, know
that this is a critical part of securing congres-

sional approval because the NATO observers
are involved in the early negotiations. They
know what’s going on. Their voices are heard.
They are not just confronted with a fait
accompli at the end of the day.

All these things have been changed for this
particular fast-track bill, so one of the things
I’m trying to hammer home to a lot of indi-
vidual Members is that they—or their rep-
resentatives, whether they’re Democrats or
Republicans, and—will have an involvement
in how these specific trade agreements are
negotiated, far greater than their prede-
cessors have had in my administration and
in previous administrations going back 20
years. And I think that’s a big plus. One
more.

Q. With the outcome still in doubt, have
you and Speaker Gingrich considered delay-
ing tomorrow’s vote to give you more time
to round up support?

The President. We find that the deadline
concentrates our attention markedly, and so
we’re working hard. We think we can get
there by tomorrow night, and that’s what
we’re working to do.

Q. Mr. President, is it tomorrow night
now?

The President. I’m sorry. I don’t know.
I haven’t talked to the Speaker today. We
think we can get there tomorrow, and that
is what we are trying to do. I have not re-
ceived any information. You probably have
better information than I about when it is
scheduled.

Iraq
Q. A question again about Iraq. What do

your intelligence people say are motivating
Saddam Hussein? Why is he doing this? Why
is he pushing this again to the brink?

The President. Well, we learned, you
know, back during the Desert Shield/Desert
Storm period that his motivations are some-
what complex and difficult to fathom from
time to time. All I can say is that the reason
that we have the inspection regime and the
reason we are determined to resume it is
that, whatever else happens and however
long he stays there, the international commu-
nity has decided that he mustn’t be allowed
to resume the production of weapons of mass
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destruction. So he can have whatever motive
he wants.

We have tried to work with the United
Nations to deal with the humanitarian con-
cerns of the Iraqi people. We are very con-
cerned about those. But we can’t permit a
man with his record, the regime with their
policies, to get into the weapons of mass de-
struction business if we can stop it. And that
is what the inspection regime is designed to
do, and there is a lot of evidence, you know,
that it has been quite successful. So all I
know is that whatever his motives are, I just
want to start the inspections again.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:32 p.m. in the
Briefing Room at the White House.

Proclamation 7049—National Day of
Concern About Young People and
Gun Violence, 1997
November 6, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
On this day in America, as on every other

day, children will die by gunfire, and many
of them will be killed because other children
are pulling the trigger. This is a stark and
sad reality and a call to each of us, not only
to raise public awareness of a national trag-
edy, but also to do everything within our
power to end the killing.

There is some encouraging news. The De-
partment of Justice recently reported that
violent crime among youths dropped by
more than 9 percent in 1996. However, we
still have a long way to go in our efforts to
save lives and help ensure a brighter future
for our children.

One of my Administration’s highest law
enforcement priorities is to protect our chil-
dren from violent crime, and we are espe-
cially concerned with stopping crimes com-
mitted by young people. I am pleased that
eight of the Nation’s largest gun manufactur-
ers have responded to my Administration’s
call to provide child safety lock devices with
every handgun they sell. We proposed a $60
million increase for the Safe and Drug-Free

Schools Program this year, which reaches al-
most all of our Nation’s school districts.
These funds will help communities protect
students from violence. My Administration
also proposed funding for after-school initia-
tives in communities across the country to
give our young people something positive to
say yes to, to keep them off the streets, and
to keep them out of trouble. Through our
Anti-Gang and Youth Violence Strategy, we
are working to provide for more prosecutors
and probation officers, tougher penalties, and
better gang prevention efforts.

But government alone cannot guarantee
our children will grow up free from violence
and fear. Parents, teachers, religious and
community leaders, businesses, youth organi-
zations, and especially young people them-
selves have a vital part to play. Parents and
other adults must set a good example for the
children in their care and teach them right
from wrong. Adults who own a gun have a
responsibility to keep that weapon out of the
hands of our youth. Communities must unite
to keep schools safe and to provide young
people with positive, fulfilling activities after
school and during summers and holidays.
Most important, young people themselves
have a duty to learn that violence solves noth-
ing; to act responsibly when confronted by
peer pressure by relying on their good judg-
ment, and to encourage their friends and
classmates to resolve conflicts peacefully.

I am heartened by the knowledge that
hundreds of thousands of young Americans
across the country will have an opportunity
on this National Day of Concern to sign the
Student Pledge Against Gun Violence. By
making this earnest promise never to take
a gun to school, never to use a gun to settle
a dispute, and to use their influence to keep
their friends from using guns, these young
people will take a giant step toward a bright-
er, safer future.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 6,
1997, as a National Day of Concern About
Young People and Gun Violence. On this
day, I call upon young Americans in class-
rooms and communities across the country
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